AFRICA INLAND CHURCH AND MUKHANYO DISTANCE GROUP

IN BUMALA KENYA

REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2016
Introduction:

We thank God for His faithfulness to us during this tough period in which we saw his grace in our life and work in the vineyard. Outreach and discipling more groups was a blessing. The need for a resident co-worker became a reality with a Baptist trained pastor Cherles Odhiambo Awelo coming on full time from November 2016.This will enable me to have more time for the Mukhanyo students work.
1. Africa Inland Church Bumala

The activities of the local church went on well with Bible studies on the Ten Commandments carried out and completed during the period under review. One brother Zawadi Kevin who is a high school teacher volunteered for home training by Pastor Eric and is now leading Bible study sessions.

Expository preaching of the book of Philippians went on well and we have just began chapter two. Pray with us to let the Word of God speak in every verse without us putting in our own human thinking. There is an encouragement as we see members grow in faith and start sharing their faith in the surrounding villages. The women ministry in the church is expanding with Dorcas Ngala teaching the younger women and also helping in teaching the pastors wives of the pastors who attend fraternal meetings on bi-monthly basis. During the period under review, there was some work on plastering the inner wall of the church.
Following the discipleship training led by pastor Richard Rakay in August 2016,the same has been multiplied to the church members and they have been encouraged to not just share their faith,but also form the habit of descipling the new believers on one on one or group basis.This has shown marked success in our situation as we have mid-week meetings (every Wednesday) in our members homes in the villages they come from.When we visit,they invite those people with whom they have been having fellowship  and they are encouraged from the Word and descipling becomes easier.

There is however a lot of opposition from the enemy with a cultic church putting up their building near our church and using very loud sound system which often interferes with our Bible teaching. We have asked them to reduce the sound of their public address system but they are not willing. Pray with us that we may be able to get a modest sound system which can make our members listen inside the church so that the sound from outside does not interfere. The cultic church is led by a self declared prophet whom they revere as a god!.We have identified their members and have been teaching the members of our church on how to reach them.I started by studying their beliefs which are not Biblical and even the music they sing are totally unbiblical. In one of their songs, they claim that the blood of Jesus is still pouring out on the cross! This has very far reaching implications that Jesus is still hanging on the cross! He has not resurrected, He is not yet in heaven!.Pray with us that the Lord may provide us with favor and help snatch them out of the mouth of the lion.
2. Mukhanyo Distance Group in Bumala
The student pastors are very determined and are indeed a very serious group with what they are doing here. We put in more efforts by meeting twice a week and as such the coverage of the work is satisfactory. So far during the period under review we have been able to cover and do an exam on Old Testament Hermeneutics III which will be posted this week. At the moment we are doing African Church History which will be covered by the end of this month. In December usually the students come and spend time together studying and inviting guest speakers to lead discussions of current modules. This December brother Graham Jones (Grace Baptist Mission) Kenya will be our guest speaker on four different occasions of the month discussing the New Testament IV.
We have however faced challenges of modules and it seems that next year we may be forced to suspend/stop the training if funds to pay for the current six modules we took are not available. This also means that we will need more funds for new modules. The student pastors had hope of graduating at the end of 2017 which will be 4 years of commitment to study the Word of God.I have attached an invoice from Mukhanyo which demands that we settle our accounts soon. Some of you know what happened in Holland that led to the premature closure of our account in a church there and that some money was returned to those who had donated and were still willing to support this work. This discouraged and dispersed the friends as they were told of a fight of “BROTHERS”.There is need for mediation among these men of God to reconcile them as is usual of true Christians. If this does not happen, it will have very far reaching implications for we believe that the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ was that of reconciliation. He reconciled the World to Himself, what about those who have received Him as their savior?.
During the month of September, one of our students Peter Ogutu Makokha went to be with the Lord on 12th Sept.2016.Peter was a very committed student who did his work to the best standards. He leaves behind a wife and four children. We informed the College in South Africa and they were able to send a message of condolence, similarly our brother Anthony was also able to condole with us.All the students attended the planning and burial of this pastor on 22nd Sep.2016.
Open day planning has been on but it has been put aside due to the timing which means that many people will not be available due to December holidays. We were requested to push the open day to next year in February 2017.Our prayer was that we use the occasion to sensitize the community/leaders on the library which is growing rapidly with the Kenya National Library also availing books for Secondary and Primary schools to borrow, use and return to us before they are collected and again more availed.This is because Kisumu city where there is the only library is approx.100 km away!
The same occasion was going to be used to sensitize the community and more pastors of the training programme that is taking place here and the procedure for joining. At the end of the day, the guest of honor would be asked to help in raising funds for the modules from South Africa.We still trust the Lord for His time is usually the best.
3. Pastors fraternal and special fellowship
On 3rd September 2016,we had our fraternal meeting in othoo in Kano Kisumu Kenya.As usual the pastors’ wives went a day earlier and the pastors appeared the following day.Pastor Ngolo led the teaching and also gave the Lord`s table…the pastors discussed how to integrate farming God`s Way in their activities so as to have some food for their families. Several options were highlighted and pastor Eric as the Agriculture expert guided the group. They agreed to save something small on the bi-monthly basis and buy the in-puts to start with the following year.
There was a special fellowship at Mzee Oneya`s home in Othoo Kano on 17th September where I spoke on the subject of reconciliation as found in Romans 3:21-26.This special fellowship was attended by among others pastor Ogalo,Pastor Sam,Pastor Abwok,Pastor,Oneya (host) etc.It was a blessing to have brothers meet and also break bread together. During the meeting, pastor Ogalo blessed the participants by distributing free of charge Solar powered Bible messenger on the New Testament,with this we listen to the word of God from Mathew to Revelation and also many sermons.

4. Reformed Baptist Association of Kenya (RBAK)

The 2016 RBAK meeting was held at Osani Trinity Baptist Church in South Nyanza and attended by many reformed pastors from across the Country.It was also attended by pastor Keith Underhill and Cliff Barton from Uk.The Host as usual was also the chairman pastor Ngolo. It took place from 23rd-27th September 2017.We worshipped in the same church and pastor Keith Underhill preached the gospel.The following day  of Monday  26th we had the business meeting where we followed up on matters of pastors training and fellowship followed by praying for different needs of the ministry work in various churches. Registration of the Association and opening of a bank account was revisited. Elections were held and as per the regulations I was elected the in-coming chairman for the next one year because the next RBAK meeting will be held in Bumala God willing in September 2017
5. International Training and Equipping Ministry (ITEM)

ITEM held its meeting in Uganda on 16-21st Oct.2016.This was to further sharpen the outgoing trainer of trainers on expository preaching. Each participant was given time to preach an expository sermon on selected New Testament texts by themselves. We looked in details on the TRUTH

1.Nature truth

2.Importance of truth

3.Knowledge of truth

4.Truth in personal application

5.Consequences of compromising the truth

I took this opportunity to provide pastors with study materials one from pastor Otieno Maura on PROSPERITY-Seeking the true gospel by Mbugua/Maura/Mbewe/Grudem/Piper.I was able to get enough copies from Maura himself who is also a pastor friend.I also distributed the Kiswahili version of Cornelis Vonk`s book on Living and Dying with Joy to the pastors who never received them the last time.

NB.The participants will train pastors in workshops who will train others etc.this will begin next year 2017.

6. African Bible University of Uganda

The Assistant registrar of the African Bible University Mr.Justus Musinguzi came to us for a visit from 21st-24th Oct.2016.He attended service here and also had to speak to the Mukhanyo students to encourage them.
7. Pastor Eric Ngala`s family

We have every reason to thank God for His faithfulness in meeting our spiritual needs as well as physical. The enemy was out to humiliate us using dubious methods but thank the Lord that this did not come totally as a surprise! for we do not expect only good things but also trials and temptations which we have to persevere to the end.

Margret Ngala is attached to the customs Kenya on a 6 months contract at Malaba border with Uganda.

Joyce is yet to conclude her thesis and will graduate next year God willing. 
George is through with his training and will graduate in December 2016.Pray for him  to study theology at the next level so as to be a missionary as per his wish.We are trusting the Lord for him to travel with the Reformed Church of East Africa for Mission work in Tanzania from 9-14th Nov.2016.Pray with us for the Lord`s provision for his travel and participation fees.

 Mercy Ngala moved to year two at the university where she is doing bachelor of tourism management.
Dorcas is busy teaching women in her ministry to the women in both AIC and more in the Baptist where there are more regular meetings.Pray for her to extend this ministry in the Region because women are often neglected even pastors wives normally remain at home as the pastor goes to attend workshops as well as seminars etc
8.Women`s Conference in Maranda Special School in Bondo Kenya 4th&5th Nov.2016
Pray for this conference where Dorcas Ngala is going to speak to the women on Christian woman`s behavior while Sally Graham will speak on Christian woman`s character.We pray that this will help the women to be more helpful at home and in the ministry work.
Eric&Dorcas Ngala in Bumala Kenya


